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2016 has been a very successful inaugural year for the Intramural Sports Competition 
both on and off the field. There were some excellent performances witnessed over the 
four sports and some fantastic levels of participation numbers from all residences 
involved. There were four sports throughout the year – Futsal, Badminton, Basketball 
and Table Tennis. Given 2016 was the Inaugural year for the competition there were 
certain unforeseen challenges that moving into 2017 we will be able to avoid through 
the use of prior planning and structures.  

Congratulations to Queen Mary Building for winning the Men’s Thomas Whalen’s Cup 
and to International House for taking the win for the female’s and obtaining the Liane 
Tooth Cup. While the bigger residences did dominate the year there were still many 
competitive matches played by Sancta, Abercrombie and Mandelbaum. SUV and 
Urbanest both excelled in basketball and table tennis respectively and will endeavor to 
increase their participation over the other sports moving forward to next year.  

The goals of the Intramural Competition being an increase in participation for all 
residences not involved in typical Inter Collegiate competitions and to build a community 
within residences that are generally quite isolated. I feel with the addition of sports such 
as table tennis and badminton it was a successful tool to encourage International 
students to participate – this created a fantastic comradery between students and 
created a very fun and positive environment.  

Unfortunately participation from some smaller residences was an issue with 
Mandelbaum and Abercrombie, as well as SUV finding it difficult to field teams due to 
the low level of interaction from all apartments on a communal basis. Moving forward 
into 2017 it will be imperative to increase the responsibility of the Intramural Sports 
Conveners Committee in regards to marketing, ensure correct interaction with the 
students at their residence and that all marketing and promotional material is correctly 
placed on student notice boards and other communication platforms for the residences 
etc.  

The Inaugural Intramural year was concluded with the Intramural Presentation night 
which was a great Success. It was an honor for the men’s championship cups; name 
sake Thomas Whalen to attend the night and the students found great inspiration in 
getting to know him and hearing about his sporting career and Sydney University days. 

2017 will see the introduction of four more sports– Spike ball, ESports, Netball and 
Ultimate Frisbee added to the timetable for Intramural Sport which will call for great 
organization and structures set out well in advance. As it was the Inaugural year for the 
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Intramural Program the role that SUSF would play was relatively unknown – moving 
forward into 2017 SUSF is taking a more hands on approach and will be taking over all 
correspondence with students as the prime contact for all enquiries as well as taking 
over as the chair at all committee meetings throughout the year.   

General Recommendations for 2017: 

• Ensure Sports Representatives are present at all events and are coordinating 
their residences teams and ensuring timetable is kept on track and team 
members are present at the appropriate times 

• Consider a firm stance on team entries – 2016 saw some late team lists being 
entered which then fell through on the day – teams will need to have team lists in 
two days prior to the competition and they will not be altered or any more taken 
after this to ensure the smooth running of the day.  

Futsal Recommendations for 2017: 

• Consider an updated for and against score count on game day 
• Game times worked well and participation numbers were high 

Badminton Recommendations for 2017: 

• Consider revising the participation rules for Badminton so that players can only 
play in one competition. The scheduling and timings for many matches needed to 
be changed on the day as some players were in two competitions concurrently. 

• Where possible set aside one or two courts for warm up at certain times. It was 
difficult to tell which players were playing matches and which were warming up. 
Court convener was constantly moving participants off the courts to allow 
competition matches to be played. 

Basketball Recommendations for 2017: 

• Consider the use of the shot clock   

Table Tennis Recommendations for 2017: 

• Decrease table tennis booking to one court as two was too big a space 
• Consider a shorter time allocation for table tennis matches or to change the 

structure so games are not on set times – games were sometimes very short this 
year and caused either the players to have to wait around or for the draw to be 
changed on the spot. 
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